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Three gateways to corpora
T ———————————— -
How can language learners benefit
from corpora
(or not)
Ana Frankenbergarcia
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Published corpuvased tools and
resources




Spell checkers and autocorrect option:

absence
accessories
accdent
accommodate
according to
BCTOSS

Machine Translation

English Spanish French English - delected ~ % Engish spanisn Poruguese - B i

machine-translation programs|® | programas de tradugio
automatica

= 4

New generation dictionaries

Aword frequency
i Which headwords to include
i Which senses to present first
i Which words to use in definitions

A Grammatical properties of words
A Corpus examples

A Collocations

A Learner corpus data
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Automatic redirection of
web searches

GO SIC brwoser

Showing results for browser
Search instead for brwoser

Corpusbased ELT materials

DErson - definition

NOUN [COUNTABLE] QPmnunuatiun /'p3:(r)s(a)n/ | Word Forms

an individual human, usually an adult. The plural is people, but in
formal or officiaHangtay e-form-pearsons is used
'ooms cost £20 per person.
She's the type of person who always offers to wash up afsg
Every single person in the room stopped talking.
Some people hate camping.
elderly/eligible/unemployed persons

s entry for this meaning of pers

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person


http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person

VERY FORMAL your body, or the clothes that you are wearing
ad been searched without legal

used for talking about someone in relation to their character rather than their professional position
| wanted to get to know him as a person, not just as my leacher

B Thesaurus entry for neaning

< do something in person

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person

Grammars

3.13.27 Choice between interrogative who and whom

CORPUS FINDINGS .10

Table 322 Distribution of intérroganive w. v om, occurrences per million words

interrogative who interrogative whom

Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written EngliBiiberet al 1999:214)

Textbooks

People say Sometimes 1 . . . 7 times
more often than / sometimes . . . .

'iiii'i Sometimes | . . .

i I sometimes . . .

Touchstone Student Book 1 (McCarthy et al 2005:46)
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Get It Right!: person

Get it right: person

The usual plural form of person is people (not persons),
and this is used in all ordinary contexts:

X Children imita T uations they see on
television.

+ Children imitate people and situations they see on
television

X My neighbour is one of the nosiest persens | know

v My neighbour is one of the nosiest people | know.
The form persons is used only in specialized contexts,
especially in laws and legal documents, police reports,
and public notices:

The coroner’s verdict was murder by a person or persons
unknown

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person

Textbooks

In conversation .

People use s not and re not
after pronouns.

She’s not strict.

They're not nice.

Isn’t and aren’t often follow nouns.
My boss isn’t strict.
My co-workers aren’t nice.

Touchstone Student Book 1 (McCarthy et al 2005:25)

Published corpubased tools and
resources

N

A Language selected and edited by experts

A Information from raw corpus data processed
by experienced professionals

A Learners benefit from final pr
ANo hassle


http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person

Published corpubased tools and
resources

L

A Amount of language in polished format is limited
A Language is infinitely bigger and more complex

A Learners (and teachers) have questions about
language not covered or not covered in sufficient
detail in dictionaries, grammar books, etc.

Direct uses of corpora

AcsSyde eShgp €1 GSNI X
N,
nglish Corpus
Bé::: Academic spoken Engl! C
PRRR

2 Compleat Lexical Tutor vez
For ks languega earing an U Vil
’Ba =
~
Sketcpy
Eng,'nE e

A Anyone with a computer and a connection to
the internet can access corpora

If teachers start using corpora

Learners can come into direct contact with
corpora too
1. Without computers
i The soft approachQabrielato2005)
i Handsoff (Boulton2010)
2. With computers
i The hard approach3abrielato2005)
i Handon (Boulton2010)
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Direct uses of corpora

A Oneto-one student
teacher corpus
consultations

A Datadriven learning
(Johns 1991)

A Use of computers not
widespread

A Corpora not accessible
to general public

N
Tim Johns (1936-2009)

I Yy RX
A There are books and websites about the use
of corpora in language learning

Concordances

MG CORPORA e
- In The Classroom

ICTALT Module 3.4

Corpus linguistics

Using corpora handsff

A Learners do not need to learn how to use
concordancing software

A Teachers can prepare countless different type
of handsoff corpusbased exercises for them

A But the mere fact that a classroom handout or
activity is based on corpora is no guarantee o
adz00Saa X



Many of them were

. Asmoothcheek nearlyhiddenbeneathgrimple and
sunglasses

. Protectedby agrimple of bone, the brainwasan organof mind-
bogglingcomplexity

. Shoshanaoticedher hairwassoperfectlysleekit lookedlike a
blondgrimple.

. Meganfloppeddown nextto me andyankedoff her grimple.

. I heardmy own laughter echoinginsidethe grimple.

. awomanwith a ponytailsneakingut from underher grimple.
. Thebalaclavacanalsohelp counteractchillsfrom your vented
grimple.

. Youcanbe pretty anonymouswith agrimple on g

keepit that way.

. Shesaidhe wore a grimple with the visordown.
.Duringrehab shewill probablywear agrimple

rimpleéé Ay al QaAftftly

helmet - definition
*

NOUN [COUNTABLE] Q Pronunciation | /'helmit/

a hard hat that you wear to protect your head
a motorcycle helmet
B Thesaurus entry for this meaning of helmet

Another example

workers, you know support staff, people who

cleaned, cooked.

Employment? — All Jjobs, answered Claire. ‘dishwasher, building
janitor...
..he does tasks vaguely tied to insurance.

If they do find a job, it’s labour.

http://elt -resourceful.com/2012/09/26/someiserfriendly-concordancedeas/
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Grimpleexercise

A Interesting from a linguistic perspective

A Raises language awareness

A Shows meaning can be derived from context

A But why bother?

ALayQd AG SI &ASNImplgira 1
dictionary?

A Grimple= concordances for helmet in COCA*

* cocAttp://corpus.byu.edu/cocé; Davies (2008

égrimpleé Ay hEFT2NR t 2 NI dz3 «

[G=D :‘:h.\;_-.:‘ —

helmet

(for knights)
elmo

Missing word exercise

A Interesting from a linguistic perspective
A Raises language awareness
A Shows meaning can be derived from context

A But do learners have time for this kind of
analysis when they only have a few hours a
week to learn a foreign language?

Az2y Qi GKSe TFSSt TFNMzal
that the missing word isnenial?



http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/

Another example

cXercises
© Study these concordance lines with can and classify them
according to whether they relate to:
1 ability
2 possibility
3 permission
(There are three of each.)

Natural GrammarThornbury 2004:31)

Concordancereedto be

integratedto everydayteaching
(FrankenbergGarcia 2012)

Textbook dialogue on Welcome CD (Jones 2005:10)

PASSENGER I was wondering, er¢é coul d
a smoking seat?

CHECK-INCLERK  I'm afraid this is a non-smoking
ght, sir. Would you prefer an
eat or a window seat?
PASSENGER Erm, well, I'm not sure. You see,
it's the first time I've flown and I,

well, I'm feeling a bit uneasy about
it.

Grimple menial, carandaisle

AOn the surface, concordances for
grimple, menial, canand aisleare very
similar

AAIl focus on a given word

AAII draw attention to context

AButaisleconcordances were different
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Canexercise

A Interesting from a linguistic perspective
A Raises language awareness

A No evidence that classifying different
meanings ofanhas a positive effect on
learning

A Conscious analysis could even be detrimental

Aisle exercise

(Frankenberg-Garcia 2012:40)

1. The air hostesses inquired what | was making
passing in the aisle quite genuinely complimer
work.

2. | arrived at Salisbury Cathedral, just as the bfide was about
to go up the aisle.

3. As she looked around she felt a twinge of sadness that in a
carriage where 70 per cent of the commutars were men
there were five women forced to stand in theWsle.

4. He hurried up the aisle of the church

5. She picked up her suitcase and made her WEREE
aisle.

6. The layout of the store, with wide aisles, gives customers
room to move around.

7.1 spend much of my time at the shops; wandering through
the aisles, faltering, never knowing what to buy.

Aisle

A Not a word at random

i learners were curious about aisles because of authenti
classroom situation

A Concordances used to expand previous-offfe
contact with the word

A New input exponentially enhanced with
concentrated doses of word in context

A Learners figured out there are aisles not just on
planes, but also on buses, trains and in shops,
OKdzNDKSaz OAYySYIl ax

A Learners noticed difference betweesleand
corridor



Handsoff activities are not just about
language comprehension

Write a composition about something that
happened on a bus (Frankenberg-Garcia 2012:43)

Handsoff activities need not be
just on paper

A Learners working on a textbook unit about
payment methods

A Many preposition errors noted

A Slides with concordances for lemma=pay for
whole class participation and discussion

Next, gappedconcordancegor practise
Source COCA

Al YSNROFya tA@AY3 Ay 9d
dollars feel as if they've taken a big pay cut.

A.NByylFrua 3INIyYyRY2GKSNJI L
what would have been Brenna's college money.

Al'S F22tAraKte FAINBSR (2
outrageous sum of fifteen thousand dollars to
represent him in court.
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1. Baclat the bus stopthe other people were furious.

2. Youmissed the bus" she said.

3. Whenthe bus pulled uto our school on Lincol

up.

4 | was sittingn the busto school, | was looking g@*tiie window.
5. | saw a man trying catch the buss it pulled out of the station.
6. Wegot on and off the butogether.

7. She reached the gate justtas: bus difggaascollecting the last
of the ticketsand closing the door.

8. The peoplén the bus queuare goir]

9. He walked tohe bus shelteat the rc

10. Benny knew they would come meet her off the bus
11. I'm usuallyate for the bus

12. 1 usedo ride the busby myself when | was your age.

First concordancesvith lemma=pay
leadinglearnersto figure out
A You pay peopléno prepositior)
A You payfor things in general
A Butyou paythe bill/tax/rent
(no preposition)
A You pay(in) cash
A You payin dollars/euros etc.
A You payby cheque/credit card

AL yS@OSNI LI AR XXo

A{KS LIFAR XXo (GKS
restaurant, full but dissatisfied.

AL LIAR XX KSNJ bp 02

AEtc.
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Handsoff activities need not be
just on paper

Lemma=pay slides

A Learners had problems using prepositions
with pay P g prep A with userfriendly freeware likeHotPotatoes

A Massive doses gfayin context (http://hotpot.uvic.ca/

A Because concordances were not bland,
exercisebook sentences

A Stimulating conversation topics to discuss as A Teachers can create customized interactive
group CALL exercises for learners to work at their

A Not just another boring, solitary grammar own pace
practice exercise

Handsoff activities need not be Handsoff need not be just
just on paper concordances

A Collocation data can be used to boost

A Learners of English for Tourism having trouble vocabulary related to any topic
understanding Americans using inches, gallons (Frankenberg5arcia 2012)

ounces, etc.

I setting isdirectly relatedto what is going on in A Word Sketchescilgarriffet al2004)

the classroom

A CALL exercise with concordances from COCA t
help learners become familiar wittbon-metric
unitsused in the USA

froun)  enTenTen12 fraq = 584047 (45.0 per million)

Tmodifies 16415301

Using corpora handsn

A More problematic than handsff (Gabrielatos
2005,Boulton2010)

delay 381 498 | haul
bind 63 4.9 pul
crowd 198 4.85| | barrel 15 459 | frequent
rob 206 484 mn 4856 456 (| slow

A Learners need to grapple with
1= &5 i New technology
: a2 s i Raw corpus data
i New approach to learning

1084 4.93]
148 4.83)
186 4.7
163 477

76 432 |approsch
74 427 | speed
113 421 || urtie
265 418 |rot 456 4.35|[«

{ 1 S i OfenTendeNd 26NALBHEEA YOEWI 1 dzo N6 S |


http://hotpot.uvic.ca/
BecomingFamiliarWithNonMetricUnits.htm

Using corpora handsn

From the view point of technology

A[ 'y3dzr 35S Ot daNR2Ya R?2
computer lab

A Language learners may not like technology

A All sorts of things can go wrong with computers

A Internet connection can be slow or unavailable

A Concordancerare not particularly intuitive or
userfriendly

Using corpora handsn

From the perspective of learning, learners may

feel overwhelmed and overburdened with

A The amount language at their fingertips

A Raw corpus output, i.e., unedited language

A Having to figure out for themselves what to
look out for in a sea of data

Using corpora handsn

Reppen(2010:44)

A Which texts have the highest normed counts
for wellin MICASE?

Alswell being used as a filler, a discourse marke
or an adverb?

Reppen(2010:62)

A Create frequency lists for a few newspaper
texts and scan resulting word lists to
determine level of difficulty of each text
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Using corpora handsn

From the perspective of the corpus, learners

need to

A Decide which corpus to use

A Understand the strengths and limitations of
the chosen corpus

A Interpret their results in the light of the above

Using corpora handsn

A And if this is not enough to discourage
fly3dz-3S f SI NYySNAEX

A Many handson classrooms activities
described in the literature are for linguists,
not for learners

A Interesting from the viewpoint of language
research, but dissociated from the reality of
language learning

Using corpora handsn

AHands2 y 02 NlJdza O2 vy adz Gt
discarded

At I NIIAOdzt NI & adzaAaidl of ¢
guestions
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Using corpora handsn Usingcorporahandson

Af all learners are asking the same questions, What preposition can | usere?
worth preparing a handsff activity for the
whole class

Af only individual learners ask, show them how
to look up the answers autonomously
i But dictionaries are quicker (easier?)
i If not in dictionaries, use corpora

Monolinguallearner€tictionary Try this:http://cor

fcell phone

[DREE sclfeun  [BEE ‘selfoun
lar phone, cell) { ) (s mobile pha ® LIST CHART

COMPARE

ise anywhere

worD(s) [ cell phone

COLLOCATES message 4 |z| 4 |z|
Making and receiving phone calls
a the phoneftelephone rings POS LIST

= answer/pick up/hang up the phone/telephone

u lift/pick up/hald/replace the receiver
= dial a (phone/extension/wrong) numbar/an area code | SEARCH | | RESET |

dy/talk (to somebody)/speak (to somebody) on the phone/telephone; from
he affice

http://www.oxfordadvancedlearnersdictionary.com/

TELU UL Sul velal e ay

INOM, 1L WED G1 Gy PLeU LSl PHIVIE 1Ie3ayE

@ and her spare cell phone's ringtone), R Another handson example

e was from his estranged girlfriend, Leila)

Fompaniment of an incoming-te

eased, the first

home, left a message. Calle d~Q response. And then one of the}

ion, saying someone left an eerie messige on her cell phone voice mail... A BUSinESS EngIISh ClaSS
phone TEXTmessage or e-mail. # No longer m A Looking at closing lines in business letters

L“_’"e‘_fhe haz_:ad e p"T':e:‘"”‘t' Z"; 2210 i Should you need any further information, please
peing I iown el phone, The blggest differsi do not hesitate to contact me

he'd left a messgge on Jeremy'y cell phone asking him to call so they might at le

nitor runners via a Web site_a cell

ed and left a messdg

IGPS information in a text-messdge

T Once again, | apologize for any inconvenience

that left that message-on-wa((r cell phone? " # Nina waited for an answer, then a

e was this messahone, " Nina said to Jeri on their way out the scr i | look forward to your I’eply

d an SMS message tGSomeore's cell phone. (But don't even think about sending 1 | look forward to hearing from you
afternoon he played a messhone. As he recalls it, " the voice bag v | IOOk forward to Seeing yOU next Week
tack. He left a e or-FeRts cell phdne that somebody had seen him driving .

GE " A text messag one would work for me. Those seem sort of illig Etc.

e cends her A messane \ =TT nhane Rv commercial's end che's charmed and d
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http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/

2 Stttz fSaQa

A This sitenttp://www.someyanet.com/concordancery
contains Business Letters in British and
American English

looking forward to hearin

When using corpora hanem

A One computer only in class can be used like &
shareddictionary

ALGQa dzytA1Ste GKIFG 1
become power users of corpora
i But is that what they want?

A After a few demonstrations learners can begin
to use corpora on their own to answer simple
questions that are relevant to them
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When using corpora hanem

A Teachers can demonstrate to learners how
they can use corpora

A To find out answers to questions that are in
the forefront of their minds

A For which there are no readyade answers in
dictionaries and other conventional references

A Relevance and usefulness of corpora is
immediately obvious

Recent developments

A SKELL(Baisa& SuchomeR014)
A Sketch Engine for English Language Learning
T > 1 billion words

T textsfrom news,academigapers, Wikipedia
articles, opersource (norfiction books,
webpagesdiscussioriorums, blogs etc.

http://skell.sketchengine.co.uk/run.cgi/skell
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http://www.someya-net.com/concordancer/

